
 

 
 
 
Open letter to world leaders 

 
 

17th November 2022  
(Solutions Day at COP27) 

Dear World Leaders,   
 
Re: The urgent need to transform our global food system  
 
At COP27, the world will be watching our leaders in expectation of urgent action on climate change.  
 
We, the undersigned, call on you to urgently take action to support and deliver a global agreement 
on food and farming at the United Nations General Assembly, to move away from industrial 
animal agriculture, and:   
  

• Shift to nature-positive farming systems that help restore biodiversity and soils and keep the 
global increase in average temperatures below 1.5°C 

• Reverse over-reliance on animal protein in high consuming populations and support 
equitable, secure access to nutritious food 

• Ensure a just transition to a global food system that provides fair livelihoods for farmers and 
protects the rights of indigenous peoples, women and vulnerable communities  

• Achieve a financial and regulatory environment which helps to secure the above transition 

• Deliver high standards of farmed animal welfare. 
 
If the global community is to meet the Sustainable Development Goals, the Paris Climate Agreement 
targets and the goals of the Convention on Biological Diversity, action must be taken now to end 
industrial animal farming.   
 
From pollution to the climate crisis and wildlife extinctions. From animal cruelty to human hunger 
and malnutrition. Take a closer look at almost any global challenge, and you’ll find food at its core. A 
system based on overproduction and unhealthy food is propped up by intensive farming methods. 

 

The livestock sector produces more greenhouse gases than the direct emissions of all the world’s 
planes, trains and cars combined.  
  
Without urgent action, intensive animal agriculture threatens our very survival. We need a food 
transformation.  
 
Our people, animals and planet cannot wait any longer.    
 
Sincerely, 
  
Signatories (Total = 208) 
 
Dr Marc Abraham OBE, BVM&S MRCVS, veterinarian and author  
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Bo Algers, Professor Emeritus, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences  

Arabella Amory, philanthropist  

Molly D. Anderson, William R. Kenan Jr. Professor of Food Studies, Middlebury College  

Bishop John Arnold, Bishop of Salford, Chair of CAFOD  

Arthur Auboeuf, co-founder, Time for the Planet  

Laurent Baffie, comedian, radio and television presenter, author and theatre director  

Jonathan Balcombe, ethologist and author  

Ronen Bar, co-founder Food Visionaries  

Samantha Barks, actor  

Mike Beckingham, actor  

Dr. Mohamed Behnassi, Senior Environmental Expert, Economic Social & Environmental Council (ESEC), Rabat, 
Professor, Ministry of Higher Education and Innovation, Morocco  

Marc Bekoff Ph.D., University of Colorado, Boulder, Professor Emeritus of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology  

Abhejali Bernardová, athlete  

Professor David Bilchitz, Professor of Law: University of Johannesburg  

Professor Ewa Bińczyk, Department of Practical Philosophy, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Poland  

Professor David Birks, Dean of the Faculty of Business, Law and Sport, University of Winchester  

Bhikkhu Bodhi, Buddhist monk, author  

James Bolam MBE, actor  

Verity Bowdich, entrepreneur, Clean Kitchen Club  

Dr Eleanor Boyle, Canadian author and educator  

Kevin Brennan, musician  

Karsten Brensing, conservationist and author  

Bettina Brinkmann, co-founder Food Visionaries  

Dan Brook Ph.D., lecturer in sociology, San Jose State University  

Dr Magdalena Budziszewska, Faculty of Psychology, University of Warsaw  

Dr Anna Buncler, Rector’s Team for Ecology and Climate Crisis, University of Warsaw  



Brandon Burr, Center for a Humane Economy and Animal Wellness Action  

Revd Christopher Carter Ph.D., Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of San Diego  

David Clough, Chair in Theology & Applied Sciences, University of Aberdeen, Founder, CreatureKind  

Steve Coogan, actor  

Brian Cox, actor  

Sheila Crispin, Emeritus Professor of Comparative Ophthalmology, University of Bristol  

Alan Cumming, actor  

Frans B. M. de Waal, Ph. D., C. H. Candler Professor Emeritus, Primate Behaviour, Emory University  

Professor Deane Curtin, Emeritus Hanson-Peterson Professor of Liberal Studies and Professor in Philosophy, 
Gustavus Adolphus College  

Dr Loïc Dombreval, veterinarian, former MP, general rapporteur of French law against animal abuse  

Marcin Dorociński, actor 

Ros Draper, author and co-founder, the Systemic Thinking and Practice Book Series  

Kathleen Duffy SSJ, Ph.D. Professor Emerita of Physics, Chestnut Hill College, President, the American Teilhard 
Association  

Dr James G Dyke DPhil FRSA, Programme Director, MSc Global Sustainability Solutions, University of Exeter  

Peter Egan, actor  

Professor Mark Eisler BA Vet MB MSc PhD MRCVS DipEVPC, Chair in Global Farm Animal Health, Bristol 
Veterinary School, University of Bristol  

Professor Andrzej Elżanowski, Department of Liberal Arts, University of Warsaw  

Jan Willem Erisman, Professor of Enviromental Sustainability, Leiden University  

Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, chef and environmental campaigner  

Kate Ford, actor  

Grazia Francescato, Italian environmental leader  

Becca Franks, Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies, New York University  

Alexandros Frantzis, Scientific Director, Pelagos Cetacean Research Institute  

Carrie P. Freeman, Ph.D. Professor, Department of Communication, Georgia State University  

Dr. Greta Gaard, Professor of English, University of Wisconsin  



Zhao Gang, artist  

Professor Steve Garlick, University of Newcastle, Australia  

Helene Gateau, veterinarian and television presenter  

Dr Michael Gilmour, Distinguished Professor, Providence College  

Professor Dr. iur. Marita Giménez-Candela, Professor, International Center for Animal Law and Policy (ICALP), 
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona  

Antoine F. Goetschel, J.D. President, Global Animal Law (GAL) Association   

Seth Goldman, Chair, Beyond Meat  

Ben Goldsmith, Chief Executive, Menhaden Plc  

Jane Goodall, PhD, DBE, Founder - the Jane Goodall Institute & UN Messenger of Peace  

Associate Professor Joanna Górnicka-Kalinowska, Department of Ethics, University of Warsaw  

Michael Gottlieb, Chairman Emeritus, The Restaurant Association  

Dave Goulson, FRSE FRES, Professor of Biology at University of Sussex, expert on bees  

Eva Green, actor 

Dr Rosie Green, Associate Professor, Sustainability, Nutrition and Health, London School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine  

Dr James Greenwood, BVSC MRCVS, veterinarian and television presenter  

Michael Greger, M.D. FACLM, founder of NutritionFacts.org  

Dr Marek Grodzicki, Institute of Economics, Finance and Management, Jagiellonian University, Member of JU 
Climate Board  

David Grumett, Senior Lecturer, Theology and Ethics, University of Edinburgh  

Associate Professor Joanna Hańderek, Institute of Philosophy, Jagiellonian University  

Lady Vanessa Hannam, author  

Noelle Harrison, author  

Rev. Professor Martin Henig, Hon Visiting Professor, Institute of Archaeology, Fellow, the Oxford Centre for 
Animal Ethics  

Hans Herren, President, The Millennium Institute, World Food Prize 1995  

Dr Steven Hopp, scientist, lecturer and author  

Tim Jackson, Professor, Sustainable Development, University of Surrey  



Dr Pankaj Jain, Chair, The India Centre, Professor, Philosophy & Religious Studies, FLAME University  

Sue Jameson, actor  

Dr Karel Janko, scientist and academic  

Associate Professor Katarzyna Jasikowska, Jagiellonian University  

Justine Jenkins, makeup artist and author  

Kathie Jenni, Ph.D. Professor of Philosophy, University of Redlands  

Sun Jiang, Director of the Animal Protection Law Research Centre at the N/W University of Politics and Law, 
China  

Deborah Jones, Fellow of The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics  

Associate Professor Zbigniew Karaczun, Warsaw University of Life Sciences, Climate Coalition Poland  

Dr Andrzej Kassenberg, Institute for Sustainable Development Foundation (Poland)  

Martin Kemp, Art Historian, Emeritus Professor, Oxford University  

Emma Kennedy, author  

Fazlun Khalid, Founder, Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences  

Dr Amir Khan GP  

Peter Kindersley, former publisher, organic famer  

Barbara Kingsolver, novelist, winner of The Orange Prize for Fiction  

Adéla Knapová, author, journalist, playwright and reporter  

Andrew Knight, Professor of Animal Welfare and Ethics, University of Winchester  

Professor Toby Knowles, Professor of Farming and Food Science, the School of Veterinary Science, University 
of Bristol  

Associate Professor Piotr Krajewski, Department of Macroeconomics, Institute of Economics, University of 
Łódź  

Associate Professor Paulina Kramarz, Institute of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Biology, Jagiellonian 
University  

Claire Kremen, Professor of Conservation Biology, University of British Columbia  

Dr Chinny Krishna, Co-founder and Chairman Emeritus, the Blue Cross of India  

Professor Nanditha Krishna, Professor at the University of Madras, Director of the C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar 
Foundation and CPR Environmental Education Centre  



Dr Satish Kumar, author, former editor Resurgence magazine, Schumacher College  

Timmie Kumar, Hotel proprietor, Jaipur  

Ben Lamb, actor  

Professor Alistair Lawrence, joint Chair in Animal Behaviour and Welfare at Scotland's Rural College and the 
University of Edinburgh  

Robert S. Lawrence, MD, MACP, FRCP, Center for a Livable Future, Professor Emeritus, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health  

Lady Katya Lester, retired judge  

Marina Lewycka, author  

Dr George Lueddeke, chair, the International One Health Education Task Force  

Dr Piotr Łukasik, Institute of Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Biology, Jagiellonian University  

Dame Joanna Lumley, actor  

Bella Mackie, author  

Sir David Madden, KCMG, former UK Ambassador to Greece  

Randy Malamud, Regent's Professor of English, Georgia State University  

Miriam Margolyes, actor  

 

Dr Robert Maślak, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of Wroclaw  

Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson Ph.D., author  

Dr Elizabeth McAnally, Newsletter Editor & Website Manager, Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology  

Kevin McConway, Emeritus Professor of Applied Statistics, The Open University  

Megan McCubbin, zoologist and TV presenter  

Mat McDermott, Hindu American Foundation director  

Dr Anni McLeod, Consultant on Farm Animals  

Deborah Meaden, businesswoman and television personality  

Nitin Mehta MBE, recipient of Ahimsa Award, Institute of Jainology  

Prof Ben Mepham FRSB, Honorary Professor in Bioethics, Nottingham University  



Neil Messer BSc, MA, PhD, FHEA, Professor of Theology, University of Winchester, President, Society for the 
Study of Christian Ethics  

Dr Emma Milne, BVSc FRCVS, veterinarian and author  

Sir Michael Morpurgo, author  

Chris Mullin author, journalist and former MP  

Shaykh Abdal Hakim Murad, Dean, Cambridge Muslim College  

Vasu Murti, writer and activist  

David Nally, Professor of Historical Geography, University of Cambridge  

Rabbi Yonatan Neril, Founder and CEO, Interfaith Centre for Sustainable Development  

Nithiyananthan Nesadurai, Director and Regional Coordinator, Climate Action Network Southeast Asia 
(CANSEA), President, Environmental Protection Society Malaysia (EPSM)  

Linda Newbery, author  

Professor Christine Nicol, Professor of Animal Welfare, Royal Veterinary College, London  

Lesley Nicol, actor  

Dr Barbara Niedźwiedzka, Christians for Animals, Poland  

Maja Ostaszewska, actress  

Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Ozdemir, Head of Dept. of Philosophy, Uskudar University  

Chris Packham CBE, environmental campaigner and broadcaster  

Dr Michał Pałasz, Institute of Culture of Jagiellonian University, Jagiellonian University Climate Council  

Martin Palmer, Director, President, FaithInvest  

Silvia Caprioglio Panizza, Lecturer in Moral Philosophy, University College, Dublin  

Amit Pasricha, panoramic photographer  

Gopal Patel, Co-Founder & Director, Bhumi Global  

Michael Pellman Rowland, Impact Investor  

Guo Peng, lecturer in philosophy, Shandong University  

Professor Clive Phillips, Editor, Animals, Adjunct professor, Curtin University Sustainability Policy Institute  

Robert Picciotto, Visiting Professor, Kings College London  



Professor Tomasz Pietrzykowski, Vice-Rector for International and Domestic Cooperation, Head of Research 
Center for Public Policy and Regulatory Governance, University of Silesia, Katowice  

Professor Wojciech Pisula, specialist in the field of animal psychology, IP PAN, Warsaw  

Barry M Popkin, W. R. Kenan, Jr. Distinguished Professor, University of North Carolina  

Professor Jaideep Prabhu, Jawaharlal Nehru Professor of Business and Enterprise, the Judge Business School, 
University of Cambridge  

Dr Zofia Prokop, Faculty of Biology, Jagiellonian University  

Dr Betsy Gaines Quammen,  

Dr Kate Rawles, Founder, Outdoor Philosophy, author  

Michael J. Reiss, Professor of Science Education, University College, London  

Kurt Remele, Emeritus Professor, University of Graz  

Dan Richardson, actor and film maker  

Julian Richer, business owner, philanthropist  

Rosie Richer, philanthropist  

The Roddick Foundation  

Associate Professor Boleslaw Rok, Kozminski University, Warsaw  

Rabbi David Rosen CBE, International President, The World Conference on Religion and Peace  

Carol Royle, actor  

Dr Richard Ryder, President, the RSPCA  

Carl Safina, PhD. President, The Safina Center, Endowed Professor for Nature and Humanity, Stony Brook 
University  

Richard Schwartz, Professor Emeritus, Mathematics, College of Staten Island, President Emeritus of Jewish Veg  

Jenny Seagrove, actor  

Dr Jeff Sebo, Clinical Associate Professor of Environmental Studies, Director of the Mind, Ethics, and Policy 
Program, New York University  

Rafał Serafin, Prezes/President, IsoTech sp. z o.o., Poland  

James A. Serpell, PhD, Professor Emeritus of Animal Welfare, School of Veterinary Medicine, University of 
Pennsylvania  

Associate Professor Marta Shaw, Department of Management and Social Communication, Jagiellonian 
University, Poland, Adjunct Professor, Educational Leadership, Bethel University, USA  



Peter Singer, AC, Ira W. DeCamp Professor of Bioethics Princeton University  

Professor Piotr Skubała, ecologist, University of Silesia in Katowice, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Institute of 
Biology, Poland  

Claire Smith, vegan entrepreneur, Beyond Impact  

Dan Smyer Yü, Kuige Professor of Ethnology, Yunnan University  

Dr Lynne U. Sneddon, Research Academic, University of Gothenburg, Sweden  

Alan Spence, Professor Emeritus in Creative Writing, the University of Aberdeen  

Veronika Šrek Bromová, visual artist  

Julia Stephenson, journalist  

Prof. Dr. Carola Strassner, Professor of Sustainable Food Systems / Nutrition Ecology, University of Applied 
Science, Muenster  

Dr David Suzuki, CC OBC FRSC, environmentalist, Founder the David Suzuki Foundation  

Jessica Sweidan, Synchronicity Earth  

Adam Sweidan, Synchronicity Earth  

Geoff Tansey, curator, Food Systems Academy  

Marie-Jo Thiel, Professeure émérite de l'Université de Strasbourg  

Professor Song Tian, Director of the Center for Science and Civilization, SUSTech, Guangdong  

Wendel Trio, independent Climate Policy Expert  

Joseph Tuminello, Philosophy Instructor, Oregon State University  

Associate Professor Marcin Urbaniak, Department of Epistemology, Logic and Cognitive Science, Jagiellonian 
University  

Dr Tereza Vandrovcová, academic and lecturer  

Troy Vettese, environmental historian, research fellow, Harvard University  

Dale Vince OBE, environmental campaigner, owner, green electricity company Ecotricity  

Roberto de Vogli, Professor in Global Health, University of California, Davis  

Birgitta Wahlberg, Dr.Soc.Sc. Lecturer, Public Law, Åbo Akademi University, Finland  

Professor John Webster, VetMB, PhD, MRCVS, FAfN, Emeritus Professor of Animal Husbandry, University of 
Bristol  

Roger Whitcomb, former Chair of the Competition Commission  



Amy P. Wilson, BCom., LL.B., LL.M. Animal Law, Executive Director  

Julia Wright, PhD., Associate Professor, Agroecological Futures, Coventry University  

Professor Deborah Wynne, Professor of Nineteenth-Century Literature, University of Chester  

Jian Yi, Yale World Fellow, documentary film maker  

Rosamund Young, high-welfare farmer and author   

David Zábranský, human rights lawyer and writer  

Ruud Zanders, Kipster Farms, Netherlands  

Dan Zhang, founder of the China Animal Protection Media Salon  

Xie Zheng, singer and songwriter 


